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CLA ISSUE INJECTED . 


INTO ) INDIA ELECTION 


Report That Cabinet Minister Wa : 
an Agent for the US. Sets OFF / 
OS a Campaign Controversy ae 


2 ‘By MICHAEL T-XAUFMAN 
Ply Special so The Mew Yack Tee 

NEW DELHI, Nov; 19—-A passage ina 
recently published American book re 
‘porting that the United States Central In 
telligence Agency had an indian Cabinet 
rninister as an agent eight 5 ARO has 
provoxed camoaion charges and inne. 
Coss) Calls for an incauiry and at least the 
appearance of indignation. 

Allegations of invotrement by United 
Stites and Soviet secret services in In- 
dian political lite are part of the cam 
pation ritual bere and cries of “ 
money!” and “forelyn interests?” often 
aii agate impact a3 repeated cries | 
Ps ei 

This time, bomerer, there is an added 
dramatic dimension since Tire of the 14 
people who were in the 1971 Cabinet are 
now actrrely leroived In the camnalgn, 

“seme of them as bitter clyals, Prime | 
Minkster Charan Singh sald last week he 
bids tpl Tay Ni hace gation of the in 
formation brought to ton two pases of 
the “book, ‘The Aian-Who Kept the Se.’ 
crets: Richard Helms and the CLA," by 
Tom ae Sj espe by seule Ae 


beaded eight years ago by Indira Gand 


_ from Inside the Indian Cabinet, appar. 
‘ently unaware that he might have been: 
-compromised.”” ~ 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 
20 November 1979 


= ygme Ralsed by Mrs. Gandhi 
It was dirs tigeia who breagnt t 


\ aan ‘ , 
Meanwhile, the Prime Minister's cloe 
ex polliical ally, Raj Narain, told repert- 
ers in Lucknow, ‘‘Jagjlvan Ram may be 


that Cabinet niinister.” Sir, Rar, who isi 


row the leader of the Janata Party aril 
was Defense Minister in 1971, is the third! 


‘challenger for the ol Prime Minister} 
in the elections to be beld In January. So} 
far he has not resporxied to the 


charge. © 
The zection of Air. Poorers’a boos that| 


“has aroused such interest here is a virtual | 
_ aside. intended to ilvatrate bow hard it | 


was forthe American intelll gence apency | 
to protect the identity of its Sources be- 
‘cause of White House leaks, 

-He noted that in a report to President | 


Richard M. Nixon in August 1971 there| - 


was a reference to an agent in the Indian 

Cabinet..In the report, this person vas. 
cited as explaining that the Soviet Unicon 
had signed a treaty of friendship with | 
India in the hope of deterring Indian | 
recognition of Bangladesh, which Shed 

then aati for independence trom 
Paki 


Me Be Powers said that the spelen of 
this report had been published .by The! 
New York Times amd that Mr. Helms, j 
then the C.LA. director, protested that a | 
leak from the White House had placed the | 
agent’s life In jeopardy. Mr. Powers 

added that the ‘agent continved to report 


However, four months later, in Deesina! 
ber, the story had a ditterent ending, Mr. 
Powers wrote that Heury A. Kissinger 
asked for an assessment of whether India| 
would interyene in the Bangladesh war: 
with an attack ca West Pakistan, A cay} 


later, according. to: Mr. “Powers, ‘the! . 


C.L.A. case otticer handling: the. Indian; 
politiclan-in Gandhi's Cabinet in New| 
Delhi was told that a: decision had just 
been reached toattack inthe west.” 
.The raw report from ‘the fleld was 
routed to the White Howe-where, Mr. 
Powers wrote, it was widely. read “andl 
where, he sald, it was leaked with other; 
documents to Jack Anderson, the column. 


nist. Information that found its way into) . 


Mr.- "3 column: apparently did! 
compromise the Indian source’. Mr,! 
Powers cites an intelligence agency o 
clal as saying: “‘Hetoldus jtogot toheil.”* - 


‘report. in the book, sald she had. been| 
‘mailed cooies of the key section and 
added that the account confirmed what 
‘she had once beer told by Mr. Kissinger. 

” Since the disclosure of. a spy 
Cabinet might In the context of a policieal| 


* Book Not Avaliable in India 7" 


Mr. Powers's book 1s not available In 
India, The passages conceming the spy in| 


the Cabinet were brought to public atten 


‘tion on Now 9 by Mrs, Gandhi curing al 
campalgn stop in Kanpur, She told of thel 


in her| 
campaign reflect badly on ber leader- 


‘ship, diplomets and others here wen 
dered why Mrs, Gandhi, Saati ere oa al 
-tation for s 


raised the {ssue. 
One answer that was suggested was that 


. she felt it might reflect. even more oe 


verely on certain former allies who are 


‘hercurrent adversaries, 


For example, it was noted that the 1973 


_Cabinet inchided Y. B. Chavan, who is 
-now Mr, Singh’s Deputy Prime Minister, | 
: Chidambaram 
‘Singh’s Minister of Delense, and Dr. 

‘Karan Singh, the present Minister of. . 

Education. The three were then clow as-| 
‘soctates of Mrs. Gandhi but are now at 

odds with her and she {s known to regard 

them as apestates guilty of betrayal.“ 


Subramaniam, . Mr. 


And then, as. one 


cynic notad, “Mrs, 


: -Gandht, too, was & spans at her om 


“Cabinet.” oe 


Asked tor R response to the information 
in the book, a spokesman for the United] 
‘States Embassy. here sald: “We never] 
-comment cnintelligence matters”... 

Ina more informa) mood, herever, ha! 
volunteered that he was not sure whether 
the account by Mr. Powers contained new 
information or whether “it was an echo 
‘or recycling of some old Jack Anderson 
column coming aroundonce more.” 

The injection ofthe C.1.A, issue into the: 
‘campaign {3 the newest variation on the 
general theme of foreign interference in 
Indian affairs. Last spring it was intro. 
duced by Mrs. Gardhi’s opcenents, who 
‘cited a passage in a boox by Dantel Pat. 
rick Moynihan. The former United States 
-Ambassador to India, now a New York 
“Senator, had written that a check of em. 
-bassy files here showed that the intelli. 
pence agency had. twice helped Tinaace 
Congress Party campaigns, cnee report-} - 
edly turning over money to Mrs, Gandhi. - 
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